
Fight against foreign bribery
The Brazilian experience



In Brazil

Criminal

Art.  337- B Active bribery in international
business transactions

Art. 337-C Trafficking in influence in 
international business transactions

Authorities:

Federal Police

Federal 
Prosecution
Service



Administrative and Civil Authorities:

Office of the
Comptroller General

Attorney General’s
Office

Federal Prosecution
Service

Liability of legal persons

Civil Sanctions
Judicial Measures

Disgorgement
Dissolution of the company

Administrative Sanctions
Administrative Proceedings

Monetary Fine
Extraordinary publication

Debarment*
Leniency agreements



0,1% 20%

Fine R$ 734mi
(USD 145mi)

fines

R$ 15bi
(USD 3bi)

NTRs



Extraordinary publication



Leniency agreements

(non-trial resolutions)



Assessment of Integrity Programs
in Leniency Agreements

Reduction in fines: reduction of up to 5% of gross revenue for legal entities that
demonstrate having and applying an integrity program

Definition of the integrity clause/ integrity obligations: The leniency agreement
will contain, among other provisions, clauses that concern: the adoption,
application or improvement of an integrity program



Assessment Methodology

1. Analysis of the characteristics of the illicit act

2. Analysis of the root cause of the illicit act

3. Analysis of the characteristics/profile of the legal entity

4. Assessment of the response of the legal entity to the illicit act

5. Assessment of the Integrity Program



Integrity Obligations

Remediation

• Removal of implicated 
persons from their positions

• Termination of contracts 
with suppliers

• Internal or external 
communications about the 
illicit act

• internal investigations

• Submission to external audit

Changes in Corporate 
Governance

• Institution a Board of
Directors

• Creation of an Internal Audit 
function

• Segregation of duties (Legal x 
Compliance)

Improvement of the Integrity
Program

• Adoption of policies and
controls

• Improvement of available
training

• Adapting the program to
Brazil



Improvement Plan:

• Integrity obligations

• Definition of priorities and
calendar

• Responsible persons/ 
departments

Approval by CGU is mandatory

Biannual Reports

• All elements of the
Program

• Existence and enforcement

• Improvements

• Evidence

Technical visits/meetings

• Interviews

• Sample-based
verification of the
practical application of
policies and use of
systems

Monitoring the Integrity
Program

Monitoring methodology:



CEIS

http://www.portaltransparencia.gov.br/sancoes/ceis

12,518
debarred

http://www.portaltransparencia.gov.br/sancoes/ceis


Cooperation challenges

Difficulties to
obtain

effective MLA

Different legal
systems and
standards

Poor communication between
law enforcement agents



Active engagement in specialized cooperation networks

International cooperation

Global Operational Law Enforcement
Network (GlobE)

Latin America & Caribbean Anti-Corruption
Law Enforcement Network (LAC LEN)

Global Law Enforcement Network 
against Transnational Bribery (GLEN)



Multijurisdictional 
cases



First, 
do the homework
domestically

CGU

Federal 
Prosecution

Service

Other relevante 
authorities

Federal Police

Attorney
General's Office 



Anticorruption Plan 2020-2025

Constant 
update to face 
new challenges

Legal and 
institutional 

reforms

Strengthen mechanisms to prevent, 
detect and sanction acts of corruption



Anticorruption Plan 2020-2025



Controladoria-Geral da União

Office of the Comptroller General

https://www.cgu.gov.br

assessoria.internacional@cgu.gov.br

https://www.cgu.gov.br/
mailto:Assessoria.internacional@cgu.gov.br

